HUMANISM & THE CHURCHES

If one did not write for the Court and those
whose tastes were courtly, what other audience
might one cater for? To understand any literature
one must know something of the audience as well as,
at times even more than, of the author. Ben Jonson
addressing the Court declares that *In thee the whole
kingdom dresseth itself, and is ambitious to use thee
as her glass*. But Jonson knew that there was an-
other glass in which he and Shakespeare and their
fellows must contemplate their work and study its
effect, and that was the populace of London and the
towns they visited, but especially of London. These
with young courtiers and lawyers made up the chief
part of their audience, and at times the dramatists
resent the fact: *Oh, it offends me to the soul to hear
a robustious fellow tear a passion to tatters, to very
rags, to split the ears of the groundlings, who for the
most part are capable of nothing but inexplicable
dumb-shows and noise.*1 *And now that you may see
I will be out of humour for company, I stand wholly
to your kind approbation, and indeed am nothing so
peremptory as in the beginning: marry I will not do
as Plautus in his Amphitruo for all this, Summi Jo'vis
causa flaudite^ beg a plaudit for God's sake; but if
you, out of the bounty of your good liking, will
bestow it, why, you may, in time, make lean Maci-
lente as fat as Sir John Falstaff. Non ego ventosae
plebis sufragia venor^* and again:

Come leave the loathed stage,
And the more loathsome age,
Where pride and impudence in faction knit,
Usurp the chair of wit!

1 Hamlet in. ii.
1 Jonson: E<uety Man out of his Humour, Grex.
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